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****
 ND Compass is a project of the Center for Social 

Research (CSR) at NDSU (www.ndsu.edu/csr)

 Dr. Richard Rathge retired last month
◦ Former Director of the ND State Data Center at NDSU (and ND 

Compass and ND KIDS COUNT)
◦ NDSDC service activities (data requests, presentations, population 

projections, demographic trends) transitioned to the ND Census 
Office in the ND Department of Commerce Jan. 1, 2012 
(www.commerce.nd.gov/census)

◦ Research activities transitioned to the CSR at NDSU and we continue 
to do the great work you have come to expect from us! 

****
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1. To introduce the social indicators 
website ND Compass and its 
resources.

2. To present an overview of trends in 
demographics, trends, and education 
impacting the metro area.



ND Compass is a project of the Center 
for Social Research (CSR) at NDSU

 A one-stop social indicators website in North Dakota 
with tools to help access and interpret data.



Compass gives everyone in our state
– policymakers, business and 
community leaders, concerned 

individuals who live and work here –
a common foundation to identify, 

understand, and act on quality of life 
issues that affect our communities. 
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 A one-stop social indicators website in North Dakota with 
tools to help access and interpret data.

 More than 1,000 graphs and tables
 39 key measures in 12 topic areas
 Data by state, region, county, metro/micro areas, reservations
 Data by race, ethnicity, gender, income, and more
 Monthly analysis from researchers and commentary from 

community leaders and funders
 Twitter feed and Facebook page with breaking data news
 An e-library of recent publications and research-tested 

strategies
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 Wilder Research -
created and operates 
the award-winning 
MN Compass site
 Model for ND 

Compass
 Run the “back-end”

 Funding Partners



 Steering Committee, Advisory Committee, 
Topic-Specific Technical Working Groups

ND Compass engages data users, community 
stakeholders, and funders to:

Assess relevancy of topics and key measures
: Reflect quality-of-life 
: Data availability

Suggest resources
Help champion our site
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Census Bureau designation 
“Fargo Metro Area” = all the 
communities in Cass and 
Clay counties
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Source: http://www.marketmaps.com/metro-area-maps/north-dakota/fargo-moorhead-nd.aspx



 “What it’s about is the quality of life for each 
and every one of our citizens. We will have 
communities that are great to live in over a 
long period of time.” 
◦ Governor Dalrymple (Fargo Monthly, September 

2013)
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 Weathered recession very well
 Seeing improved wages
 Low unemployment
 High levels of education
 Increases in population
 Increases in births, school enrollments
 Diverse economy
 Strong housing market
 Affordable cost-of-living (e.g., housing) 

compared to many other metro areas
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September 2013 issue of Fargo Monthly 
does a great job of highlighting many of 

the areas’ strengths:
http://www.fmspotlight.com/the-magazine/



 Ripple effects of the oil boom in western ND 
on our community
◦ Economic driver, population boon, issues such as 

homelessness
 Dynamics of city, state policies
◦ Tax and wage policies
◦ Growth policies

 Water
◦ Too much, too little, clean enough

 Forecasts
◦ Population, employment, housing
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Including the impacts of the 
oil boom on western ND and 
beyond
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North Dakota’s 2012 population reached a 
historic high - 699,628.  The previous peak 

was in 1930 at 680,845.

North Dakota Population
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More North Dakotans live in urban areas (2,500+) by 1990.
223 (62%) of ND’s 357 incorporated places are smaller than 250 people. 

ND Rural-Urban Population Distribution
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17From: http://www.ndhfa.org/Web_Images/NDSHNA_HousingForecast_Final.pdf



• 11 of 53 ND counties gained 
population from 2000 to 2010.

• Growth in MN concentrated in the Twin 
Cities and into lake country.

% Change in Population: 
2000-2010
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• ND’s population grew 2.2% from 2011 to 2012, the 
fastest growth among all states; 38 of 53 ND counties 
gained population from 2011 to 2012.

• MN counties of ND metro/micro areas considered 
“steady”. Much less growth in the state overall.

• Population loss still a reality in both states.

% Change in Population: 
2011-2012
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Among older adults, 
ND had 77 men for 
every 100 women.* 

*North Dakota’s Aging Population
http://www.ndcompass.org/aging/library.php?libItemID=1163#.UhoyfD9KbK4

Center for Social Research at NDSU



Growth in working age pop corresponds to small growth in # of children.
Growing #, % of elderly: 12% in 1980, projected to reach 18% by 2025.

Population by Age
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 Increases in age groups (largely due to oil boom) 
lessening the “graying of ND”

 # of older adults in ND is expected to increase 50%.*
 From 98,595 in 2011 to 148,060 in 2025.
 McKenzie, Williams, Divide counties more than double # of seniors
 Overall state proportion rise to 18% (from 14% now)

 In 2012, ND had the 2nd highest proportion of older 
adults ages 85+ in the nation at 2.5%.* 
 # more than doubled from 1980 to 2012
 Expected to stay fairly stable during next 14 years (grow again 

when baby boomers reach this age bracket)

22*North Dakota’s Aging Population
http://www.ndcompass.org/aging/library.php?libItemID=1163#.UhoyfD9KbK4



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census 1970
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In 2011, the 
leading edge of 
baby boomers 
turned 65.

Center for Social Research at NDSU



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Projections 2008
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Dramatic shifts over the past several decades 
include decrease in # and proportion that are 
married with children while other types have 

growth. Non-family households have seen 
greatest increases (people living alone).

ND Households by Type
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Source: 
http://www.fmmetrocog.org/new/assets/documents/news
%20and%20events/Demographic%20Forecast%20Final%
20Report%20-%20December%202012.pdf



Diversity is increasing, with much larger numbers/proportions of Of Color 
residents in the younger age groups.

Population Diversity
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Strengths and opportunities
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Source: http://www.ndhfa.org/Web_Images/NDSHNA_HousingForecast_Final.pdf
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33
http://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/4641-high-school-graduates-meeting-act-college-
benchmark-scores-by-subject-
area?loc=36&loct=2#detailed/5/5133/false/868,867,133,38,35/793,794,795,796,797/10762
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Source: http://www.ndchildcare.org/data-pub/county.html



36



37

34%

27%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

Percent of School Children Receiving Free 
or Reduce Price Lunch, 1994-2012

Clay, MN

Cass, ND



38



39
Source: https://www.cityoffargo.com/CityInfo/Departments/PlanningandDevelopment/Homelessness/StatisticsandResearch/
Homeless adults and their children in Fargo, North Dakota and Moorhead Minnesota – study by Wilder Research, August 2013
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 Compass
◦ www.ndcompass.org
◦ www.mncompass.org

 KIDS COUNT
◦ datacenter.kidscount.org
◦ www.ndkidscount.org

 Census Bureau (Pop Estimates, ACS)
◦ factfinder2.census.gov
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Ramona Danielson, 
Assistant Director
701-231-9496
ramona.danielson@ndsu.edu

Center for Social Research
at NDSU

Website: www.ndcompass.org
Facebook: /NDCompass
Twitter: @NDCompass


